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indexed. Not illustrated. 1823 Excerpt: the soil; and notwithstanding these, the cultivation is so limited that not a
morsel of bread is to be sold in Nubia; and yet Nubia is, in the opinion of Nubians, the land of roses. Goldsmith
has well expressed 7 . the feeling of every man towards his home; and that country must be really beautiful
which is to be preferred to one s own. Among the amusements are rope-dancers and story-tellers : of the
former I saw a strolling company at Dehr, and of the latter there is one at every village; he is the oracle of the
conversazione, and goes about like a circulating library. Frequently when we moored for the evening, one of
these entertainers used to come on board to amuse the crew. The most popular subject is a history of the
adventures and miracles of Mohammed--it is by no means uncommon to see a crowd collected round one of
these historians in the open spaces in Cairo and other towns, like round a ballad-singer in London---this custom
holds in Naples also, and to its prevalence in Ireland and Scotland we are probably indebted for Ossian s
poems. Whenever the sailors were called upon to use their oars, the reiss was obliged to give out a song, which
he did, line by line, and the crew joined in chorus, con amore. All animals are inspired by music, and even these
discordant attempts have their effect, though they are sad variations from the...
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