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illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . . . for warlike purposes than was the North, and the people of the latter
section were ignorant of this fact also. All over the free States the newspaper editors and local orators, great
and small, dabbled fiercely in patriotic statesmanship. They united in assuring the President that they had
supplied him with an army, and that he was in duty bound to crush the Rebellion with it. The prevalent idea of
army-movements appears to have been borrowed from the black and white squares of a checker-board and
their easily transferable buttons. Substitute the seceded territory for the checkerboard, and the Presidents
obvious business was to win the game at once, while so many eager people were looking on and were waiting
impatiently to see him do it. The cry of On to Richmond! now began to rise, with a full-throated volume which
threatened to drown the explanatory reply that there were many brave men, with rifles in their hands, standing
right in the way. A badly managed skirmish at Big Bethel, Virginia, on the 10th of June, costing several valuable
lives, did but whet the popular appetite for military activity. Little affairs of even less bloodshed, but with more
important results, took place in West Virginia. The battle of Boonville, Missouri, , was faintly fought and fled
from by the Rebel militia on the 17th of June, and it was urged that the Confederate forces between Washington
and Richmond would scatter as promptly as their...
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