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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Battling for Social Betterment: Southern
Sociological Congress, Memphis, Tennessee, May 6-10, 1914 The civilization of the Old South, in spite of the
severe handicap of slavery, had features of incomparable beauty and nobility. In the greater freedom of the
New South, there is the same chivalrous spirit at work that produced the finest things of the old civilization. The
history of reconstruction is the epic story of this dauntless life emerging from the desolations of war to aspire
for a still finer and nobler civilization in the future. Readjustment has been so rapid that the march of progress
is irregular. The new civilization is lacking in symmetry. Many zones of danger and infection exist. False
prophets have appeared. The world outside has disturbed the South by talking overmuch about its danger
zones and false prophets. Consequently, a conviction grew that the best intelligence and leadership of the South
should study and improve and interpret its social and civic life. Out of this conviction the Southern Sociological
Congress was born. Immediately it drew the best minds of the South together. On its absolutely free platform
the new social consciousness has found expression. Leaders of State and Church have got their sense of
direction. Comrades in the common warfare against social and economic evils have become acquainted. Fires
of enthusiasm have been kindled in many hearts. The Churches and other forces have been enlisted for social
welfare. The New South has heard the call of duty to relieve social distress. Southern patriots are mobilizing in
a large way for a crusade of national health and righteousness, and already they are battling all along the line
for social...
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