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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 edition. Excerpt: .clothed in corporeal semblance, escaping from its cold
prison-house to haunt the guilty slayer! How frequently have the tears trickled down my pale face at the hapless
adventures of blighted aKection; and many a time did my infantile imagination follow the retributive form that
constantly haunted the wretch who had bro ken the vow of fidelity and truth! Nor was there wanting a good
sprinkling of accurate stories about highwaymen and housebreakers, gentlemen thieves for whom young
maids wept when they considered them deserving a better fate. The house we lived in was a very ancient but
strong building, and exactly the sort of place to excite superstitious feelings---in fact, a sort of ghost ery. There
were some strange tales told about it; and the unaccountable noises in the chimneys which frightened the birds
that built their nests there, and the hollow murmuring sounds that proceeded, particularly in windy weather,
from behind the old oak panels of the rooms, all conspired to do that which my parents had but little idea of, --
namely, to unnerve the system and weaken the intellect. Still I was no coward, for I would always defend myself
against any boy of my size, and was ready to undertake the usual hazardous enterprises of children; but a
subtle poison was working within, which bade fair to render the mind imbecile, and to undermine the
constitution. My parents became sensible of our altered condition, and when it was almost beyond
redemption,...
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