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illustrated. 1886 edition. Excerpt: . . . EIGHT AND WRONG: THE SCIENTIFIC GROUND OF THEIR DISTINCTION1 The
questions which are here to be considered are especially and peculiarly everybodys questions. It is not
everybodys business to be an engineer, or a doctor, or a carpenter, or a soldier; but it is everybodys business to
be a citizen. (The doctrines and precepts which guide the practice of the good engineer are of interest to him
who uses them and to those whose business it is to investigate them by mechanical science; the rest of us
neither obey nor disobey them. But the doctrines and precepts of morality, which guide the practice of the
good citizen, are of interest to all; they must be either obeyed or disobeyed by every human being who is not
hopelessly and for ever separated from the rest of mankind. No one can say, therefore, that in this inquiry we
are not minding our own business, that we are meddling with other mens a<airs. We are in fact studying the
principles of our profession, so far as we are able; a necessary thing for every man who wishes to do good work
in it. Along with the character of universal interest which belongs to our subject there goes another. What is
everybodys practical business is also to a large extent what everybody knows; and it may be reasonably
expected that a discourse about Right and Wrong will be full of platitudes and truisms. The expectation is a
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