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Acts Time: 1809-1820. Place: New England and the Sandwich Islands. Act I: The Call Scene 1. New Haven,
Connecticut, an autumn afternoon in 1809. Rev. E. Dwight, a brother of President Dwight of Yale College.
Samuel J. Mills, about 26 years old, of Torringford, Conn., a resident graduate at the college, a young man
already imbued with the spirit of Missions. Opukahaia, a Sandwich Island youth about 15 years of age. (Rev. Mr.
Dwight and young Mills are engaged in study, the one at his desk, the other at a table, in the study of Mr. Dwight
on the grounds of the college. Save for the desk, the chairs, a few books on a shelf, and two large engravings of
religious subjects on the wall, the study is bare. A door opening at the back on two or three low steps gives a
glimpse of the campus shaded by its historic elms.) Mr. Dwight: It were wiser, Samuel, to leave your study of the
Greek Testament now, and turn to the treatise on Principles of Conduct. Be as diligent in the latter as in the
former, and life cannot fail to yield its due reward. Samuel (very respectfully): Thank you, sir. (Samuel makes
the change in text-books and becomes so absorbed in his study that although his seat almost faces the open
door at the back, he in no wise observes a dark-skinned youth of timid mien, Opukahaia, who is to be seen
approaching under the elms; he comes quite close to the steps and looks longingly at the two absorbed
workers; clasping his hands fervently,...
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