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Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 191 pages. The story of Billy Oliver by Charles Peters takes place
in the late 1940s in northwest Iowa, and reveals how a youngsters life is transformed when he finally leaves his
meager existence behind to live at a new place that promises the opportunity of a bright future. When his
mother becomes terminally ill, Billy, one of thirteen children, picks wild flowers every day to cheer her up.
Remember telling me how they tell a story he asks her. Mama, look at them. The stems are straight and strong,
just like you said we are to live our lives. See how green and lush the leaves are, representing lifes experiences
See all the beautiful blossoms representing love AFer placing a white rosebud on her chest, he reminds her that
she told him that thorns tell us to protect ourselves, and that unopened white buds symbolize purity and
innocence, and bring the promise of a new day. When his mother dies, Billy is only nine years old, and he
wonders what will happen next. Where will he sleep and eat Will Papa abandon him now, too When he and his
siblings are sent to stay with their Aunt Sarah and Uncle Jacob, he wonders if he will ever see all the neat things
he had found and stored in the barn again, or his thousand-piece horse puzzle. Three weeks later, Billys
grandma instructs the children to write their names on pieces of paper and put them into a hat, and this is how
she, their father, Aunt Sarah, and Billys eldest brother Lee decide where each of them will live. Billy
subsequently moves to his grandparents house, where he plays cards every night, listens to The Great
Gildersleeve on the radio, and learns how to...
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