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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER |. THE UNITED STATES PRIOR TO 1890. Before
entering upon a detailed account of what naval experts of all nationalities have conceded to be the most
interesting and important naval event of that remarkable century (the nineteenth), whose later years many of
my older readers can doubtless remember, | will endeavor to present in as brief and concise a manner as
possible, a summary of the events which preceded it, and the causes which led up to it;.as without such an
explanation the story of the battle itself would possess little or no historical value. The first thing which it is
necessary for me to explain, 3 my reason for choosing the title The Battle of the awash. | am not aware that this
title has ever been used before, but if the reader will consult a chart of the Harbor of New York, he will at once
see the propriety of it. It will be seen that what is known among pilots as the V W Swash, is a straight channel,
forming a sort of a hypotenuse to the two sides of the main ship channel, which bends almost at a right angle
at the Southwest spit. Assuming, therefore, that the Narrows is effectually blockaded with torpedoes or other
obstructions, and that an attacking fleet desired to bombard New York at long range, and at the same time be
in a position to withdraw easily and quickly in case of repulse...
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