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indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: .of the affinity between the Indians and the nations of the west: -- This
common origin of these languages, and the remoteness of the localities in which they have been spoken, imply,
| think, as their almost necessary condition, the affinity of the tribes by which these dialects were spoken at the
period of their earliest divergence from one another, the original occupation by those tribes of a common
country, their gradual separation, and their emigration from their common abode in the direction of those
regions which we find to be ultimately occupied (I will not yet say by their descendants--for that is the point in
dispute--but) by the nations who at a later period spoke those several languages. It is true that even this
assumption may be disputed, and it may be urged that the original mother-country from which the different
tribes carrying with them the cognate dialects issued forth, may have been the common dwelling-place of a
variety of tribes unconnected by descent, though they either (1) agreed to make use of the same language, the
weaker or more barbarous clans discarding altogether their own forms of speech, or (2) gradually fused into
one common tongue a multitude of dialects previously quite distinct. But this hypothesis, under either of these
modifications, appears to be improbable, as nations do not readily abandon their ancestral tongues except
under the pressure of strong necessity. But even if we should admit that the population of Central Asia, from...
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