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Twelve. 1 Cloth(s), 2013. hard. Book Condition: New. At a chance meeting in 2005, geneticist Danny Brower
posed an unusual idea to physician-scientist Ajit Varki: Why is there no humanlike elephant or humanlike
dolphin, despite millions of years of evolution? Why is it that humans alone can perceive the self-awareness of
others as well as our own, and with it, the understanding that we all will die? Here Varki expands on Brower's
counter-intuitive approach to what makes humans unique, found in his notes after his death. It was not a
biological leap but a psychological one, they arguenamely, the human ability to deny reality in the face of
inarguable evidence, including our own inevitable mortality, and proceed with optimism, confidence, and
courage. "This book answers the never-ending quest of what sets our species apart with a delightful suggestion.
It is not so much our awareness of mortality that is special, the authors claim, but rather our ability to push this
awareness to the farthest recesses of our minds. The ostrich has nothing on us."Frans de Waal 375.
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