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opened a very rapid fire of shrapnel. Some shells, it is said, fell short, and burst among the infantry struggling
on the brow of the hill. After the latter had fallen back, the Cape Police and part of the Mounted Infantry took up
the contest, and pushed forward in the hope of turning the Boer right. But they were met with a heavy fire from
a spur running out from the northern end of the ridge, and drew back under cover of the Rifles kopje. The
artillery fire alone kept the fight on our side alive. The Infantry were so exhausted with want of sleep and hard
marching that their musketry became fitful, and many fell asleep. Edge s detachment heard so little firing that
they supposed a skirmish was in progress. Only the boom of the guns and the rattle of the maxims on the
southernmost of the small kopjes were steadily audible. The Boers, indeed, shot wildly and fast, but their
numbers, though constantly increasing, were small, and they seem only to have had two guns in action all day.
For half an hour from the beginning this state of things continued. Then a sudden retirement of the Infantry
brought on the second stae of the struggle. Though the broken battalions had...
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